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contain. And with regard to blue-eyed pleasures I must observe to you, with the profound erudition of a great critick, that it was not arbitrarily, or from mere caprice, that Homer gave grey eyes to Minerva, and black ones to Juno. In the first there is usually more sharpness & sagacity, & more majesty in the last. Jupiter for the same reason had also black eyes. But I appeal to you whether the pleasures are not blue, black, and hazel-eyed.
The faults you find with the second Ode are indeed great, but yet the disgraces that attended on the last years of Edward the Third, to which I suppose the Author alludes in the 2tl antistrophe, are a vengeance which the Welsh Bard might triumph in foreseeing ; but they ought to be exprest with more clearness and distinction from the common fate of Kings to be forsaken on their death-beds. Stay oh! stay, in the iiid antistrophe apparently refers to Edward the First who is named just before, and not to the Bards, which obscurity would not be removed by restoring the line you mention Leave your despairing Caradoc, but may be cleared by some alteration expressing that he now addresses the Bards. All the last stanza from Fond impious Man in my opinion is veiy sublime and the poem cannot end better or in a manner more striking to the imagination of the reader than with the two last lines. The first part of the stanza I confess is obscure, but yet I understood it at the first reading, and perhaps the revival of poetry in this nation under Kings of Welsh blood was a necessary consolation to make the Bard die triumphant, for which reason those lines should not be left out, though they may be strengthend a little & made less obscure.
I am full of anxiety for Mr Conway, and feel for Lady Ailesbury with the sensibility of a friend who knows her happiness is at stake & how uncommonly great that happiness is. I also fear for the Publick if this expeditionidea of often or swiftly, which it does not naturally45) entered the service of the King of Prussia, and was finally pardoned by G-eorge II in 1769.
